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SEPTEMBER , 2018                   

   

Annual    General    Meeting  
 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2018 

7PM 

ELORA COMMUNITY THEATRE WORKSHOP  

 
Thank you to those of you who join ed us at our annual get together to celebrate our past year and 

announce our ônewõ year.  It was a wonderful opportunity to see old friends, people you worked with on 

a past play, meet some new ones.  Itõs also an easy time to renew or start a membership with ECT.  If 

you were unable to join us this year, please contact Suzanne Trivers (membership) if you would like to 

sign up to be a member or renew your membership.  As you know, we run on a tight budget from show 

to show and the membership revenue always go es to a good cause, like paying our heat during 

rehearsals etc.  Read on to find out the results of your voting on this yearõs ECTies, special directorsõ 

awards and the Lis Pieper Award for theatre in the community.   
 

 
Contents of August New sle tt er  

Annual General Meeting 

Auditions for the Dining Room 

Anne of Green Gables 

Short Handed Auditions 

Elora Community Theatreôs 2018/19 Season 

Coming Events and Announcements 
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ECTõs New Board for 2018/19 Season 

 
Deb Stanson 
Nancy Baker 

Maggie Parent 
Suzanne Trivers 

Deb Dalziel 
Deva Neely* 

Marilyn Abraham* 
Laura Hunter 

Julie Wheeler Bryant 

 

 

We join President Deb Stanson  as we wish a ògrateful farewell to past board 

members Jim Monaghan, Acey Kaspar and David Tanner , who chose not to run 

this year , for their dedication to the ECT board ó.  

 
A warm welcome is extended to our new members: Deva Neeley and Marilyn 

Abraham!  Thank you for joining us and bringing your expertise and experience 

to share with us . 

 

 

 

 



3 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We have an annual ECT Board made up of hard working volunteers representing 

the membership . The Board meets once a month to determine work to be done, 

financial standing, reports from publicity, newsletter, tech and support for all 

the shows that are currently in progress.  And by the way , every ECT member is 

always welcome to att end any of the meetings of the B oard throughout the year 

even if you donõt choose to be on the ECT Board.  (For information about dates 
of meetings contact debstanson@gmail.com or any board member .) 

**************  

                                                 
And Now Announcing the Awards ! 

(And special thanks to Adrian Baker and Laura Hunter for 

organizing and presenting the ECTies at the AGM)  

 

FAVOURITE YOUTH PERFORMANCE 
Mason Kaspar as Tiny Tim in A CHRISTMAS CAROL 

 

FAVOURITE SUPPORTING ACTOR (MALE) 
Adrian Baker as MacDuff in MACBETH, The Ghost of Christmas Present in A CHRISTMAS CAROL, and Chicago in 

IS HE DEAD? 
 

mailto:debstanson@gmail.com
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FAVOURITE SUPPORTING ACTOR (FEMALE) 
Jackie Sharkey as Cecille in IS HE DEAD? 

 

 
FAVOURITE ACTOR (MALE) 

John Dibben as Scrooge in A CHRISTMAS CAROL 
 

FAVOURITE ACTOR (FEMALE) 
Laura Hunter as Lady MacBeth in MACBETH 

 

FAVOURITE NEWCOMER: (FIRST TIME ONSTAGE) 
 

Mahesh Tripunitara as Banquo in MACBETH, Claude Riviere and The Sultan of Turkey in IS HE DEAD? 
 

FAVOURITE DIRECTOR 
 

Acey Kaspar and Zoe Dunbar for IS HE DEAD? 
 

FAVOURITE OVERALL PRODUCTION 
A CHRISTMAS CAROL (Directed by Deb Stanson) 

 

(Thank you to Laura Hunter and Adrian Baker for s ubmitting the above 

information.)  

 

 
Laura Hunter                                      Acey Kaspar                       Deb Stanson 
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David Tanner                                Suzanne Trivers 

                                                
Laura Hunter 

(Big thank you to Maggy Parent for submitting photos!) 
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THE LIS PIEPER MEMORIAL PLAQUE  

 
At the Elora Community Theatreôs Annual General Meeting, Julie Wheeler 

Bryant  of Elora was recently presented with the Lis Pieper Memorial Plaque. 

The recipient is selected by local theatre groups which include Elora 

Community Theatre, On the Spot Productions, Centre Wellington Childrenôs 

Drama Club, Fergus Grand Theatre Volunteer Group and other users of the 

Fergus Grand Theatre.  

 

After Lis Pieper, a longtime active member of Elora Community Theatre, 

passed away seven years ago, the ECT group established the Lis Pieper 

Memorial Award. This award was set up to honour those who made 

outstanding contributions to local theatre in Centre Wellington over the course 

of several years and to recognize individuals who have exhibited Lisô 

dedication to community theatre. The Lis Pieper Plaque hangs in the front 

lobby of the Fergus Grand Theatre. 

 

In the picture on the right, Jim Monaghan, who has worked with the committee 

involved with choosing an annual recipient, introduces this yearôs winner. 

                                                                                             

Gary Bryant was asked to say a few words in 

regards to Julieôs involvement in theatre in the 

area: 

ñ As most of you know, Julie is intensively loyal to her friends, especially her theatre friends.  Lis 

Pieper was one of these.  

Most of you know Julie from her role as newsletter person and before that, doing the publicity for 

ECT publicist for many years.  You may not know that her involvement to ECT goes back to the 

early 1980s.  Some of you will know that during this century she directed several plays including: 

That Summer in 2008, Old Love in 2010, The Drawer Boy in 2016 and soon, The Dining Room in 

2019.  Also in 2008, Julie was asked to direct Murder on the Nile for Vision Productions and has 

done play polishings for some of their other shows.  

Julieôs first play with Elora Community Theatre was the British farce, Not Now Darling, about 1983 .  

At that time ECT was rehearsing in the old Nichol Township Hall in Salem, upstairs.  Other acting roles in the 1980s were in 

productions of The Importance of Being Ernest, Sing a Song of Sixpence, and High Ground for ECT and Blithe Spirit for Summer 

Theatre at the Grand in the early part of the same decade.  She has acted and worked with Guelph Little Theatre, Theatre in the 

Trees and Theatre Guelph and volunteered at Fergus Grand Theatre. 

In the 1990s although Julie had many acting roles in productions such as: Another Seasonôs Promise, Twelve Angry Jurors, The 

Man Who Came To Dinner, You Canôt Take it With You, A Year in Ednaôs Kitchen, and Sleeping Beauty Eh, Julie began to take 

an interest in directing.  In 1991, while the Drewbrooks were renovating the theatre building, ECT performed a trio of one act 

plays at Melville Church in which she directed Michelle Tremblayôs Surprise, Surprise.  A directing course taught by David 

Switzer as part of Theatre Ontarioôs one week summer immersion courses programme in 1993 proved valuable in sparking further 

interest in the craft of directing as did Ken Albaneseôs weekend workshops on directing.  Gary Seibert and Bronwyn Hill were in 

the same courses at Brock University and GLT  where this took place. 

This was followed by Julieôs direction of The Dining Room in November1993 (awards), the Cocktail Hour in 1995, The 

Affections of May in 1997 which won an entry into the Sarnia WODL Festival, and a rehearsed reading of Albertine in Five 

Times in 1988.  She has worked on many jobs off stage and behind the scenes as well, such as assistant stage management, lights 

and sound, front of house, painting and set décor, props and helping to build sets. 

Before she retired as a teacher, she had contributed to a number of student productions.  She was also involved with Theatre on the 

Grand and worked there with past óLisô winner Florence Arkell and her husband Bruce doing front of house in the summer.  For 

the last couple of years she had been involved with Wellington Dufferin Public Health with the play Afterwise which sends out a 

message to increase suicide awareness. 

Julie, as a director, is patient, prepared, positive and purposeful.  I like the fact that she has a plan for every rehearsal and makes 

the plan clear to all.  Julie as a director, rarely tells actors what to do but guides them to make their own choices and discoveries.  \ 

I think Lis Pieper would be very very pleased that her friend Julie is receiving this award.ò 

(Thanks to Maggie Parent for photos.) 
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Other special honour and recognition went to David Tanner  for Technical  for 

continuous outstanding technical achievement for the  year  and to the set team  

Robert Banning, Maggie Parent and Lawrence Lee for continual excellence in 

their Sets  for all three shows.  

 
Directors Awards  

Fall Play- A Christmas Carol directed by Deb Stanson :  John Dibben  

Winter Play -Inlaws and Outlaws directed by Stan Jensen :  Brenda Williamson  

Spring Play-Is He Dead  directed by Acey Kaspar and Zoe Dunbar : 

  Jackie Shark ey 

 
President õs Award  

President Deb Stanson presented this award to Suzanne Trivers  
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ELORA COMMUNITY THEATRE  

Anne of Green Gables 2018  

CAST 

Anne Shirley é.. Rianna Morgan 

Gilbert Blythe é.. Jesse Katerberg 

Diana Barry é.. Hannah Gouthro 

Matthew Cuthbert é.. William Brezden 

Marilla Cuthbert é..  Deva Neely  

Rachel Lynde é.. Julie Goudie 

Aunt Josephine é.. Connie McTaggart 

Ruby Gillis é.. Emma Douglas 

Mr. Phillips é.. Owen Heslett 

Moody McPherson é.. Nathaniel Tessier- Stocca  

Jimmy Glover é. Fin Janleigh  

Bessie/Sunday school girl é.. Gray Dibben  

Mrs. Barry é.. Lunanne Noble 

Mrs. Blewitt é.. Deb Dalziel 

President of Queenós Academy/Mr. Sadler/Reverend Bentley é.. Cory Sanders 

Minnie May é.. Olivia Walker 

Jane Andrews é.. Jocelyn Armstrong 

Miss Susan Stacy é.. Jennifer Roeder 

Stationmaster/Reverend Allan é.. Gord Wood 

Mrs. Allan é.. Stacey England 

Miss Rogerson é.. Ingrid Fast 

Mary Jo/Music Director é.. Brenda Williamson 

Charlie Sloane é.. Liam Hill 
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Josie Pye é;.. Teagan Hiller 

Carrie Sloan é.. Emma Taylor  

Townsperson é.. Dianna Douglas 

Student é.. Matthew Hollingbury 

Sunday school girl/student é.. Elyse Dej 

Sunday school girl/student é.. Paris Bonneau 

Sunday school girl/student é.. Riley McGlone 

Jerry Buote é.. Chris McKay 

Sunday school girl/stu dent é.. Samantha Noble 

Sunday school girl/student é..  Micki Minogue  

Sunday school girl/student é.. Brynn Kennedy 

Tillie Boulter/lSunday school girl é.. Amelia Dunlop 

Sunday school girl/student é.. Addison Butchert 

Sunday school girl/student é.. Telsche Peters  

 

CREW 

Director ..... Deb Stanson  

Stage Manager .... Kevin Johnston  

Assistant Stage Manager ..... Eileen McLaughlin  

Assistant Stage Manager ..... Christine Moores  

Lighting/Sound Design ..... David Tanner  

Props Master ... Mary Anne Neville  

Costumes .... Suzanne Trivers  

Set Design ..... Robert Banning with Lawrence Lee and Maggie Parent   

Music ..... Kara Shaw  

 

 ¢ƘŀƴƪǎΣ 5ŜōΗΧLŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ 5Ŝō debstanson@gmail.com 
 

!ƴŘ ŀ ƴƻǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΣ 5Ŝō {ǘŀƴǎƻƴΥ  ά{ƻƳŜ Ŏŀǎǘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ !ƴƴŜ ƻŦ DǊŜŜƴ 
Gables will be performing at Culture Days Centre Wellington, Saturday September 29, 12 

noon at the Green Space in Elora.  
Thank you to Gord, Rianna, Julie, William and David for taking the time to help promote 

our fall show! 
²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ bŀƴŎȅ .ŀƪŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !ƴƴŜ ƻŦ DǊŜŜƴ DŀōƭŜǎ /ǊŜǿΗέ  

 

*******************************************************  
 

Publicity is so important to get th e word out and to 

make sure we have an audience to witn ess the r esult s 

of all those months of rehearsals and preparation bot h 

onstage and off.   Please get in touch with us and let us 

know that you can help us out.  Weõd love to hear from 

you! 
 

 

 

mailto:debstanson@gmail.com
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Last Notice:  AUDITIONS  

Donõt miss out on your last chance to 

audition for The Dining Room! Book your 

time now! 
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The Dining  Room 

               by A.R. Gurney  

Directed by Julie Wheeler Bryant  

AUDITIONS : Tuesday Evening, October 9  

Thursday  Evening, October 11  

Sunday Evening, October 14  

 

Please contact me jwheelerb@cogeco.ca  for a specific time  to book your 
audition  or for further information .  

  
You will be given an opportunity to see and prepare the scenes  that may be 

used for your audition,  if you wish .   

 

 
 

Many roles for adults of all ages young and older, must be versatile as 

adults will play young children, teenagers and aging seniors.  More 

than one role for each actor.  

 

If you or someone you know is interested in auditioning or would like 

further information, just let me know.   Audition bookings are being 

made now and each booked audition will take about a half hour, 

involving reading of the selected scenes with two or three other 

people. I can send i nterested people the excerpts that will be used so 

you will have the opportunity to avoid a òcold readingó if you wish. 

  

 

mailto:jwheelerb@cogeco.ca


12 

 

Hereõs what weõre looking for: 

* versatility, ability to play variety of roles young and old in this comedy 

of manners needing poise  and deportment   

* each scene includes an element of wealth and grandeur;   continual 

struggles with tradition and conventions  

* scenes span 1930s - 1970s  

  

 
 Rehearsals start Sunday, October 21st :  Sunday, Tuesday, Thursday 

evenings 

(See preceding page for show dates . )  

 

Thanks to the many people who have been in touch to book 

appointments.  An Audition Form will be sent to you before 

your audition time so that you can fill it in at your leisure.  

Look forward to seeing you at your chosen time!  ~ Julie  

 

 

Stage Manager:  Gary  Seibert  

Producers:  Gary Bryant, Deb Stanson  

Set: Robert Banning, Lawrence Lee, Maggie Parent  

Lights and Sound: David Tanner  

Crew:  Mary Anne Neville, Bryan Hayter, Monika Lassner  
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Announcing Auditions for Short Handed 

EARLY DECEMBER  

 

 

 

 

  


