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Thanks to Monika Lassner for the photos behind the scenes 

preparing for the poster picture and to Bryan Hayter for 

submission of photos, with volunteer professional 

photographer Bill Longshaw and Julie Wheeler Bryant (Director) 

and Cast. 
                                                           

 

                                              

Many thanks to Bill for the poster photography! 
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Message from the Director, Julie Wheeler Bryant 

 

The Dining Room has been well received by audiences since its premiere in the 1980s 

and was most recently done in Toronto Soulpepper Theatre last year. It was a 

finalist for the Pulitzer Prize for Drama and is a comedy, often called a ‘comedy of 

manners’.    

 

What’s been said about it:   The play is a comedy of manners, set in a single dining room where 18 scenes from 

different households overlap and intertwine. Presumably, each story is focused around a different family during 
different time periods who has in their possession the same dining room furniture set, manufactured in 1898. The 
stories are about White Anglo-Saxon Protestant (WASP) families. Some scenes are about the furniture itself and the 
emotional attachment to it, while other scenes simply flesh out the culture of the WASPs. Overall, it tells the story of 
the dying and relatively short-lived culture of upper-middle class Americans, and the transition into a much more 
efficient society with less emphasis on tradition and more emphasis on progress. Some characters are made fun of, 
as is the culture itself, but there is also a genuine longing for the sense of stability, comfort and togetherness that the 
culture provides. 
Synopsis: The play is set in the dining room of a typical well-to-do household, the place where the family assembled 
daily for breakfast and dinner and for any and all special occasions. The action is comprised of a mosaic of 
interrelated scenes—some funny, some touching, some rueful—which, taken together, create an in-depth portrait of 
a vanishing species: the upper-middle-class WASP. The actors change roles, personalities and ages with virtuoso skill 
as they portray a wide variety of characters, from little boys to stern grandfathers, and from giggling teenage girls to 
Irish housemaids. Each vignette introduces a new set of people and events; a father lectures his son on grammar and 
politics; a boy returns from boarding school to discover his mother's infidelity; a senile grandmother doesn't 
recognize her own sons at Christmas dinner; a daughter, her marriage a shambles, pleads futilely to return home, 
etc. Dovetailing swiftly and smoothly, the varied scenes coalesce, ultimately, into a theatrical experience of 
exceptional range, compassionate humor and abundant humanity. 
A brilliantly conceived and richly humorous theatrical tour de force (and Off-Broadway success) in which six (or 
more) performers portray a wide array of diverse characters as they delineate the dying lifestyle of wealthy 

WASPdom, and the now neglected room which was once a vital center of family life. "…hilarious and touching…as 
comic sketch crazily succeeds comic sketch a whole pattern of American life emerges…" —NY Post. "THE 
DINING ROOM serves a banquet of theatrical riches." —NY Daily News. "…a thoughtful and superbly 
written comedy…" —Variety. "…often funny and rueful and, by the end, very moving." —NY Times. 

 

Why I Selected This Play  

I chose The Dining Room because I think it is well written and funny and moving. 

Since it deals with the changing ways of our lives, I think it remains a relevant 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Comedy_of_manners
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/White_Anglo-Saxon_Protestant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nuclear_family
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Middle_class
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tradition
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Progress_(history)
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choice.  It is a play that is easily enjoyed but also is thought provoking.  Although it is 

written by an American writer (the well-respected A. R. Gurney),  I feel it is a play 

that can be just as easily appreciated in our community.  It is a play about family 

and the intrusions on family, so I think can be easily related to by our audiences at 

the Fergus Grand.   

The Dining Room offers much flexibility with casting and can be done with as few as 

6 people playing multiple roles young and old.  It can also be cast using many many 

more actors.   I have directed The Dining Room before…it was the first full length 

play I directed in the early 90s and people have always reminded me of it during the 

years and I have been influenced by several friends to ‘bring it back’….  I am amazed 

at the support for the possibility of doing The Dining Room.  I am thrilled to be 

working with old friends in the production of this play.  Gary Seibert, stage manager 

has been a friend for many years going back to courses we took together at Theatre 

Ontario theatre immersion in the summer both in acting and directing, Monika 

Lassner (ASM), whom I first met 25 years ago when I directed The Dining Room for 

the first time (and we have been best friends ever since) and she helped with props 

and Barb Lee (ASM) who was our stage manager for The Dining Room in 1993 and 

I feel privileged to work and renew our friendship after all these years.  Deb Stanson 

who is assisting with the production was also my producer way back then, and we 

have remained very close best friends ever since.  I feel fortunate to also have our 

famous set team, Robert Banning, Lawrence Lee and Maggie Parent who presented 

their first set together for ECT in The Drawer Boy, doing their magic with the set 

and David Tanner our faithful and talented technical lights and sound extraordinaire 

and he is also another great person who worked with me on The Drawer Boy.  When 

I directed The Drawer Boy, Mary Anne Neville was just arriving on the  scene to help 

with Little Women.  Since then she has made stages look beautiful with just the right 

furniture pieces and props and for The Dining Room she is already busy finding 

beautiful old carpets, chandeliers, dishes and props…and on top of all that is looking 

after costumes with help of Monika and Barb.  Gary Bryant, who is not only acting 

in the show but has shouldered a lot of the production work so far and who is my 

prime confidante and support.  I feel very honoured by all this help and enthusiasm 
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for the dining room.  Bryan Hayter, another very good friend, has volunteered to 

help our wonderful publicity team of Deb Stanson, Marilyn Abraham and Deb Dalziel. 

 

 

  Cast of The Dining Room 
Acey Kaspar 
Shari Roberts 

Dianne Thompson 
Nancy Baker 

Susan Williams 
Andy Wasylycia 

Shayne Monaghan 
Lindsey Quinn 
Dave Beynon 
Dian Borek 

Linda Smith Earle 
Paul Elliott 

Mark Halloran 
Liz Poulton 

Gary Bryant 
 

These are the people you see in the poster for The Dining Room on the first page of 

this newsletter.  They have been working very hard now for the last couple of 

months and it has been a joy to have such a good cast to work with as they bring life 

to the many characters you will meet in this play!  Their efforts and support have 

made the whole process very enjoyable.  I can’t believe we are heading into our final 

few weeks before opening night!  Get your tickets now and don’t miss seeing The 

Dining Room at the Fergus Grand Theatre February 8-17th, 2019. 
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               Announcing Casting! 
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Message from Director, Jim:  The cast is set for Shorthanded. There are a 

number of new actors to ECT but familiar to theatre goers that will 

be on the Fergus Grand Theatre stage. Co-directors Kimberley Young 

and Jim Monaghan are happy and proud to announce the line up 

of their "hockey" team: 

CAST FOR SHORT HANDED 
Joe Brenner 

Rob Judd 

Dan Kelley 

Bart Penwarden 

Dale Langdon 

Rod Saunders 

Ray Kavanaugh 

Chris Ogy Thom 
 

Come out and support our theatre version of the Elora 

Rocks on stage the first two weekends in May. It is a 

hilarious and touching award winning play written by 

Elmira's Mike Grant about a local Men's Senior team 

looking for redemption while maintaining a life long 

friendship for one another.  

 

IMPORTANT NOTE: For each seat purchased, patrons will 

receive a FREE entry form at the Fergus Grand for that 

particular performance. This entry form will give them a 

chance to win some nice prizes to be drawn after the FINAL 

performance. The Grand Prize will be a pair of Toronto 

Maple Leaf Regular Season (2019-2020) tickets valued at 

approximately $425 in total. More details to come in future 

newsletters.  
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Synopsis of play: Eight men on a small town local Senior A Men's hockey team 

play in a winner take all championship game. Due to unforeseen circumstances 

they must play with only seven skaters and a goalie. They are out to redeem a 

loss in the championship game many years ago when they played Junior Hockey. 

The town had not had a championship since that fateful day so the citizens are 

all at arena to support their team for this match. This is a comedy with a 

touching ending.  

Setting of play: The play takes place in the dressing room of a local town 

hockey rink 

                                                                                               
 

 

****************************************************************** 

ANNE OF GREEN GABLES 
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Anne of Green Gables Update 
By Deb Stanson Director 

 
We had a wonderful run with Anne of Green Gables, with audience attendance our 

highest in the past ten years with 1,567 attending the 8 public performances and 502 
students at our 2 school shows. The cast of Anne received a standing ovation  at all 
8 public performances!  Our "Anne" Rianna Morgan, poured her heart and soul into 

the part and had the joy of working with a very supportive cast.  
 

This cast and crew of 45 and our awesome parents truly became a family the last 3 
months. Lots of tears were shed when the run was over at the strike on December 

16th. Thank you to our "new" Stage Manager Eileen McLaughlin who did an 
incredible job her first time out. She kept us all organized and ran the backstage like 
she had been doing it for years! Anne was an experience I think we will all look back 
on with happy and fond memories. Thank you to the best cast and crew, a show I will 

never forget! 
A grateful Director 

Deb Stanson  
 

I took my niece (8) and nephew (11) to see Anne of Green Gables. WONDERFUL 
WONDERFUL WONDERFUL!!! Such a teaching moment on forgiveness, kindness, 

love and so much more. They LOVED it and so did I! 
Denise Duitschaever 

 
You and your amazing cast absolutely out did themselves.....I am so glad I was able 

to enjoy one of my favourite stories. Thank you ECT you Rock! Merry Christmas 
Lena Nudds   

 
So proud of Amelia for her hard work in her role in Anne of Green Gables by L.M. 
Montgomery with the  Elora Community Theatre. This experience has brightened 

the stars in her eyes and her love of theatre. She’s made so many new friends and 
looked forward to every minute of working on and performing in the play. Thank 

you Deb Stanson and Eileen McLaughlin for all your hard work and guidance 
through the production with Amelia!   

Dan Dunlop 
 

Thank you Deb Stanson and the cast and crew of Elora Community Theatre for 
having presented a positively perfect production of Anne of Green Gables. Seems 

we are indeed “Kindred Spirits” here in CW!   
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Barbara Lustgarten Evoy  
 

Took our grade 4 and 5 students to see Anne of Gables Gables this afternoon. What 
a great show! Thanks so much for opening it up for schools to attend. My drama 

classes are going to be amazing after seeing this!   
Carla Warnholtz  Westwood Public School 

 
ANNE  

Tis the weekend before Christmas, and the day is just ahead 
But I’m almost wishing to be performing Anne instead. 

Eating the fruitcake, trying to buy Green Gables, 
Forgetting sermons, and giving out medals. 

Rachel Lynde giving her opinion to the whole town, 
In school, Gilbert Blythe playing the class clown. 

Dianna enjoying her cordial, And how! 
Matthew always with a timely “Well Now”. 

Anne for the 4th time was like visiting an old friend, 
Heartfelt and sad when it came to the end. 

To the cast and the crew, it was a wonderful delight, 
Merry Christmas to all, and to all a good night! 

 by Cory Sanders (Cast member of Anne of Green Gables 2009, Anne of Avonlea 
2010, Anne and Gilbert 2014 and Anne of Green Gables 2018) 
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Thanks for amazing photos taken by Bill Longshaw and submitted by Deb Stanson! 
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Western Ontario Drama League 

Waterloo-Wellington WODL Representative: 

Bev Dietrich 

What is WODL? 

The Western Ontario Drama League was established by D. Park Jamieson in 1932 to 

unite community theatre groups in Western Ontario. It covers an area from Burlington 

west to Sarnia and Welland, and north to Tobermory. It is comprised of 30 theatre 

companies from across the South-Western Ontario region. 

Don’t delay! You can book your Festival tickets and make your hotel 

reservations now! 

Tickets 

On sale now through the Guelph Little Theatre Box Office 

Phone: 519-821-0270 

Online: https://thelittleboxoffice.com/guelphlittletheatre 

Individual Shows: $25.00 each 

Five Show Series: $110.00 

Awards Banquet: $55.00 per person 

Hotel Information 

Holiday Inn - Guelph Hotel & Conference Centre 

601 Scottsdale Drive Guelph 

WODL Rates: $112.99 to $132.99 

Full hot breakfast included for up to two people 

Each additional guest, an extra charge of $10.00 which 

includes breakfast 

How to book: Phone: 519-836-0231 

Online: CLICK HERE 

Important: Quote Group Code: WDL when making your reservations 

online or by phone 

For up to date information on Festival 2019, visit www.wodlfestival.ca, or follow on 

Facebook, Twitter or Instagram. 

************************************************** 
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2019 Line up of Festival Entries 

Date Company In/Out of 

Festival 
Play/Playwright 

January 27, 2019 Guelph Little Theatre IN The Beauty Queen of Leenane 

M. McDonagh 

February 1, 2019 Theatre Sarnia IN Girls Like That 

E. Placey 

February 2, 2019 K-W Little Theatre IN Sister Cities 

C. Freedman 

February 3, 2019 London Community 

Players 

OUT The Nerd 

L. Shue 

February 7, 2019 Theatre Kent OUT Barefoot In The Park 

N. Simon 

February 8, 2019 Ghost Light Players 

(Windsor) 

IN Drowning Girls 

B. Graham & D. Vlaskalic 

February 9, 2019 Elora Community 

Theatre 

OUT Dining Room 

A. Gurney 

February 9, 2019 Theatre Burlington OUT Strangers Amongst Us 

A. Bushkowsky 

February 10, 2019 Theatre Woodstock IN On Golden Pond 

E. Thompson 

February 14, 2019 Alymer Community 

Players 

OUT Dating By The Book 

U. Meyer 

February 15, 2019 Paris Performers IN Bare Bear Bones 

M. Grant 

February 16, 2019 Theatre Tillsonburg OUT The Ladies Foursome 

N. Foster 

February 17, 2019 Guelph Little Theatre Trevor Smith Diggins 

announces the Pre-Festival 

Awards and the Festival 

Finalists 

 

WESTERN ONTARIO DRAMA FESTIVAL 2019 

                                                                                  
If you would like to help with the festival, contact:  Chris Grose 

Festival 2019 Co-Chair & Volunteer Co-ordinator 

519-575-1071 

 

chris@huskyfarm.ca 

                   

mailto:chris@huskyfarm.ca
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Missed an ECT Newsletter? 

You can also check our website eloracommunitytheatre.com to access any 

past newsletters.                                                             

                                     

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
                                                                     

Are You Off The Wall?? 
 

Ron Dodson, Outreach Manager, Off the Wall, dodson59@rodgers.com 

We offer one, two and four day weekend courses on several theatre needs, taught by highly skilled artists who are 

otherwise employed at the Stratford Festival. This fall, we are offering: 

WIG MAKING 

FALL SESSION 1: November 24 and 25 and December 8 and 9 

FALL SESSION 2: January 5, 6 and January 19, 20, 2019 
 

In this popular four-day workshop conducted over two weekends, learn the basics of wig creation, 

modification and dressing.  Under the expert guidance of one of the best Stratford Festival wig 

makers, Erica Croft, increase your skills and learn some amazing techniques in this age-old craft. 

See stratfordoffthewall.com/courses-workshops for further details about each course, including costs. 

  
Our courses are a long-term investment in personal skill development and the success of your community theatre. They are taught 

by the best, with low student-teacher ratios by instructors who encourage students to do projects that meet their own needs. If you 

need to make a tiara, faux food, a mask or a wig for an upcoming production, find out how with Off the Wall!  

  

Call Off the Wall's Outreach Manager, Ron at 519.271.5302 or better yet, email him at dodson59@rogers.com. 

************************************************************* 

                                 

                                                

                                                   
 

 

 

 

mailto:dodson59@rodgers.com
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001W323qZjJ4ms0fUxJ9UlPedNiTlBs3nxadFWa9PT7PV3VaODc_HUm4tiFjCkRmphoW03JeH6xY55_hjUjsbHDU7U_grqsWjQOjMm9bPqsLGhrR08VT-Bdbemf71jtnOcX43n1yBkQCNLUy89NMf3Zyq7ac_M1lBHU7d1vYx0EFtIuJiZ7R3qAiloIgWLowrZnSdh4_foquQg=&c=lbvwapak2Us4GZZOwT6jwlIupHDz15kEulbSQvA_yi0wMOeVkncdLA==&ch=O51V7imFFzpkYAl51vDbmxiZkd_AgKUIMAAlG5_JyOpGHCatwUefNA==
mailto:dodson59@rogers.com


17 

 

                                                        
 

                                                      
ELORA COMMUNITY THEATRE presents The Dining Room starting Feb. 8-17  Call  

Box Office Fergus Grand Theatre 519 787 1981 

fergusgrandtheatre.ca, eloracommunitytheatre.com 

************************************************************************** 

ELMIRA COMMUNITY THEATRE presents The Gentleman Clothier  Feb. 1-16   

Call 1-800-265-8977 

**************************************************************************

GUELPH LITTLETHEATRE presents The Beauty Queen of Leenane  Jan. 24-Feb. 3 

Call 519 821 270 

************************************************************************** 

ELORA ARTS COUNCIL Sunday, Jan 27 2-4 pm: Art Talk is Sonia Day - ‘How to 

start and finish writing a book’ in the Community Room at the Fergus Library 

************************************************************************** 

PUPPETS ELORA opening of A Peak Behind  the Curtain at the Wellington County 

Museum & Archives. Jan 19, 2 pm 

************************************************************************** 
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Remember to get your tickets for ECT’s next show, The Dining 

Room!  Stay warm and enjoy the remaining days of December  
…And I will be back with the ECT News in JANUARY.   Please 
email me if you’d like to submit ECT  info for future newsletters.   

Julie Wheeler Bryant   jwheelerb@cogeco.ca 
 

 
Thanks, as always, to Adrian and Laura Baker  who make 
sure you receive this and who faithfully get it posted on our 
ECT website. Because of this you can always check back and 
see former ECT Newsletters. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

mailto:jwheelerb@cogeco.ca
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